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The Rebirth of the LotuSport Team
By Ken McGovern

Most Lotus fans will remember the five
Lotus Esprit X180R race cars that ran
under the Pure Sports banner in 1990 and
the LotuSport banner in 1991 through 1995.
These cars were driven by Doc Bundy,
David Murry, Andy Pilgrim, Paul Newman,
Bobby Carridine, Michael Brockington and
others. Doc won the drivers championship
of the IMSA Bridgestone Supercar Series in
1992, and the team swept the podium in the
first race in 1993 in Miami. Changes in the
rules and aging of the cars as well as a loss
of support from Lotus caused the team to
shut down in 1995. It was a great five years
though with many wins and podium finishes
over the years.

Late in 2002 several of the cars came up for
sale. T decided to buy one and purchased car
#12 from Steve Hansen, one of
the team sponsors and occasional
driver. With my partner at
Yesteryear Motorsports, Jaime
Goffaux a race restoration
commenced. Finally, in October
2004 we set out for our first
SVRA vintage race at Virginia
International Raceway. After
the first practice and qualifying
sessions things started to go
bad with the transmission self
destructing. We were originally
told this had been rebuilt with no
miles on it. Over the 2004-2005
winter, a couple of funny things
happened. Of course, the car got
repaired but we also ended up
buying two more of the race cars.
These two cars had been sold by
Lotus to Bruce Morton who entered them
in the Speedvision Series with Elliot Forbes
Robinson and Butch Leitzinger driving.
The season ended early when expected
sponsorship failed to arrive and the cars had
been sitting since then. During this time we
also contacted Jack Ansley, the owner of the
LotuSport team, and arranged to purchase
everything he had left over. This included
trophies, driver’s suits, videos, PR materials,
original bills of sale for the five cars from
Lotus UK as well as many spares, including
a transmission.

Jaime and I then planned our 2005 race
season. We planned on running about eight
races, mostly with SVRA. Our first race of
the season was the Spring Fling at Roebling
Road outside of Savannah, Georgia. After
a very rainy practice session it started to
dry out and with Ken Fitzgerald driving
the lap times for our car started dropping.
Despite a turbocharger that was only putting
out .5 bar (the race cars run at 1.2 bar) we
actually set fast time for our class after one
of the qualifying sessions but had to settle
for second in our class for the starting grid

of the Saturday qualifying race. A great start
by Ken saw us first in class at the end of the
first lap. About half way through the race Ken
got passed and remained second in class until
the end. The feature race on Sunday proved
to be the same scenario. Again, Ken was
able to make it to the first turn at the head
of our class but with the car down on power
from the turbo problems he had to settle for
second in class at the end of the race. Overall,
it seemed like a great start to our season. The
long tow home from Savannah was more
eventful than the race though. Just an hour
or two into the ride home one of the trailers
wheels tried to pass us on Route 95. We had
just had the trailer serviced before the trip and
when they replaced the brakes they left out a
very important cotter pin on the one spindle.
Unfortunately, when the hub left the spindle it
chewed the end of the spindle up, so we could
not reassemble things with the tools we had.
We did find a RV repair mechanic who was

EEsrIDiiCIELnT

willing to come out Sunday night with a Tap
and Die set big enough to handle the spindle
and $90 later we were on our way.

The next two weeks proved very hectic.
Besides getting the 12 car on the dyno and
fixing the turbo problems, as well as doing
the usual race prep, we also had to get the
10 car ready to go with us to Road Atlanta
in two weeks, Brian Skeoch of Lotus Ltd
Southeast had convinced Classic Motorsports
Magazine, the sponsors of the Walter Mitty
Historic Races at Road Atlanta, to feature
our cars in the program. He also promised
to get Doc Bundy there for an autograph
session. The 10 car was mechanically and
cosmetically challenged and getting it ready
required many 20 hour days by Jaime to get it
almost ready by the deadline. We took the rest
of the parts with us to finish it at the track. We
had both cars loaded on trailers, hooked up
to two pickups and headed back to Georgia
on Wednesday afternoon. We went straight
to the track arriving about 1:30 am but were
unable to get in, so we left one rig and car in
the parking lot and headed to the hotel. After
a 5:30 am wake up call we were back at the

track for our first practice session. Unlike
SVRA which frowns on off track excursions
of any kind HSR, the sanctioning body for
the Mitty, is more lax. Every practice session
saw at least one or two bent race cars come
in on the tow trucks. Ken was able to avoid
the wrecks and his lap times quickly fell from
1:55 to 1:45 the first day. David Murry had
predicted we should run between 1:39 and 1:
45 with the new track layout. On Friday Ken
was running consistent 1:44 with occasional
1;43 laps. This was Ken’s first time ever on
Road Atlanta. By Friday lunch time, the 10
car was ready to try a couple of parade laps
of the circuit with everything checking out
. We headed back to the hotel Friday night
anticipating an exciting Saturday.

The weather Saturday morning was herrible
with heavy rain and wind in thunderstorms.
Doc Bundy arrived about 10:30 and since
the weather was so bad we set up a table
and chairs in the trailer. A video
camera was set up and Doc
proceeded to reminisce about
his time racing with Lotus. The
rain finally stopped and when
we went out we found Arnie
Johnson the ex CEO of Lotus US
hanging out as well. Pictures of
Doc, Arnie and the race car and
team were done before Doc had
to leave for family commitments
and I'm not sure anyone got
his autograph but us. More
importantly, we got information
about the cars that no one else
would know, and Doc confirmed
that the 10 car that we brought to
Road Atlanta was the car he won
the championship in. With the
weather looking up the 12 and
10 cars went back on the track for parade laps
driven by Brian and Jaime. Since HSR did not
have a class for us we ran in a “everything
else” class and qualified about mid-field for
Sunday’s race. Saturday evening the 10 car
was brought up to the Classic Motorsports
Magazine tent where it was a featured car
during the dinner and reception. The new
Lotusport team headed to Chateau Elan where
we had dinner with the Lotus Ltd Southeast
members. Sunday was a beautiful day, but our
race was scheduled for 4:10 pm. We watched
other races. Because of crashes and yellow
flags the races started to be shortened to stay
on schedule. By the time our race started it
was only scheduled for 5 laps. On the start,
the pole sitter spun and hit a wall before he got
to the start line which resulted in a full course
yellow for two laps leaving us 3 green flag
laps. Ken passed two cars and turned two 1:42
laps for a great end to the weekend. This time
the tow home was uneventful and we are now
getting ready for the next race at Mid Ohio in
June. This will again be with the SVRA and
we are hoping to have a bit of a surprise to
report after that race. &
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The President’s Corner

The 4th of July has passed once again as
we reflect upon our Great Nation’s past and
future. My father-in-law, Art, a retired thirty-
six year veteran of the US Army was in town

over the weekend reflecting on his view of

history from four tours in Vietnam and his
final tour in Desert Storm. Thankfully, he was
never lost to us.

Art and my son kept me company as |
installed the newly rebuilt radiator in my
Esprit. Seems the previous owner was less
then perfect with flushing the cooling system
as he suggested. 1 began to think about
Lotus history between bruised knuckles and
expletives (mind you not falling on my 6 six-
year old’s young ears). For over fifty years
we've witnessed the good and bad of Lotus.
Let’s face it, there were more then a few
corners cut but the glory of Lotus ownership
far outweighs the pain.

Today, it appears the phenomenal Elise
has had no corners cut despite its basic, dare
I suggest utilitarian, interior. The Elise is
built the way a Lotus should be; light, fast,
profitably and most importantly, in Hethel.
It was with great pain many of us read Lotus
Group Chief Executive Officer Kim Ogaard-
Nielsen’s announcement that Lotus production

may be increased outside Hethel. Like most of

vou, I understand and am excited about Lotus’
need for added capacity. But outside the
hallowed grounds? Bentley under VW, Rolls
Royce and Mini both under BMW ownership
and Aston-Martin, Jaguar and Land Rover all
under Ford’s care build their marquee products
in England. They understand the need for
these car companies to retain the heritage
that has made each the great marques they are

today and they do so profitably! History has
an immense bearing on exotic and prestigious
automobiles. Yes, Porsche builds their SUV
outside Zuffenhausen but it still manufactures
the 911 (the real Porsche) where it should.
Will Ferrari ever build outside Maranello or
Lamborghini outside Santa-Angta? Maybe
components, but likely never final assembly!

Kim, if you are listening, please make a
strong case to keep production of Lotus cars
in Hethel where the soul of Lotus reigns.
Lotus is not a mass production manufacturer.
QOur cars are a labor of love built with skilled
hand craftsmanship. Build them in Hethel,
exclusively, profitably and with the DNA so
richly deserved by anyone enjoying a Lotus.

By the time this ReMarque hits your
mailbox, LOG 25 will be at the starting line. [
hope all who attend will enjoy the hard work
and dedication the St. Louis Area Lotus Lovers
(STALLS) have put into LOG. They deserve a
hearty thank you and a round of applause. If
you haven’t planned on attending LOG 235, do
so. You will not be disappointed.

It’s been a great pleasure serving you on the
Lotus Ltd. board the last several years. This
may well be my swansong note to all my Lotus
pals for a while (OK stop cheering!). Our
undoubtedly wonderful new administration
will be in place shortly and Lotus Ltd. will
continue to thrive and grow. Like everywhere
in the Lotus community, I’ve made some great
new friends and had some fun experiences. 1
highly encourage all of you to step forward
and volunteer to help Lotus Ltd. continue its
mission of serving North America’s Lotus
community. Happy Lotusing!

Mark V. Pfeffer —
(Former) President Lotus Ltd.

around the world.

GROUP LOTUS CEO TO PREVIEW NEW CAR AT NATIONAL OWNERS' MEET

DULUTH, GA (August 4, 2005) — Lotus Cars USA is set to show what could be the British
sports car company’s next new model for American enthusiasts. Group Lotus CEO Kim Ogaard-
Nielsen will be offering a sneak-peek at a test version of the Lotus Exige, currently undergoing
extreme climate testing on U.S. soil. This exclusive preview will be one the many unique elements
of the 25th Annual Lotus Owners Gathering (LOG 25) meeting, held in St. Louis, Missouri this
August 26-29. Ogaard-Nielsen is making a special trip to the United States from Group Lotus’
UK headquarters to attend the gathering, which attracts hundreds of Lotus aficionados from
“Lotus owners aren’t just passionate about their favorite British brand, they
are some of the most knowledgeable and loyal car enthusiasts anywhere, and they’ve supported
the brand even when our U.S. presence was very limited,” said Mr. Ogaard-Nielsen.
better place to preview a new model than among old friends?” Mr. Ogaard-Nielsen (47) joined
Group Lotus in December and has championed a new product plan for expanding the group.
In addition to the new car preview, the schedule of events features well-known guest speakers
who were instrumental in the success of Team Lotus, including Mario Andretti’s Formula One
championship in 1978 and Jim Clark’s victory at the Indianapolis 500 in 1965.

“What

Submit local group info to Mark Pfeffer at feffman@yahoo.com or (314) 889-0572
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